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Dear Friends and Partners in Ministry, 
 
Some five years ago we entered into our partnership.  It was a joyful meeting, and the past five 
years have been fruitful ones of church growth and community challenge.  From an increase in 
average Sunday morning attendance, to a more full nursery and a strategic visioning process, 
many good things have transpired during our time together these past five years. 
 
I have been privileged to participate in our strategic visioning process, and I look forward to 
seeing what the next five years have in store for the Presbyterian Church of Pleasantville.  My 
participation in the next phases of the congregational life of Pleasantville, however, will be a 
prayerful one as I view your progress from afar.  Last night I informed the session that I have 
been asked, and have accepted the opportunity to be, the designated co-pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Monterey, California. 
 
More than a few of you have told me over the past few years that you didn’t expect I would 
stay here in Pleasantville forever, and for you this may come as a not entirely unexpected 
move.  For others this will be a cause for dismay.  Let me assure all of you that I love you all 
dearly and have enjoyed my time here and the friendships we have cultivated.  However, both 
Kimberley and I have felt a calling to the west coast growing in our hearts, and the opportunity 
at the church in Monterey came as a confirmation of that sense. 
 
I feel that it is best to exit now, rather than later when the congregation may be in the middle of 
the execution phase of its long-range plan.  Though I have felt integral to the visioning process, 
I believe that different leadership is needed for the next stages of growth in Pleasantville.  
 
I commend to you a spirit of positive disposition.  You have the skills and resources necessary 
to move forward as well as the capable leadership of a well-formed Session.  Don’t wait for the 
����������	�
����
�������������	����������������������������  
 
I trust that the memory of the past five years is such that it will not hinder the Spirit’s work in 
your midst as we both move forward in response to God’s call now.  I know that you will have 
many questions for me and I remain at your service until September 5th, which will be my last 
Sunday in the Pleasantville pulpit.  Please feel free to call, e-mail, or write and we will make 
time to talk and reflect together. 
 
I leave you in God’s most capable hands, 
 
Mark 



Pleasantville Presbyterian Church 

 
1311 S. Main Street 

 
Pleasantville, NJ  08232 
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¨ Prayers for Ron Fitsimons who needs a liver 

transplant 
¨ Prayers for everyone in Iraq & Afghanistan 
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¨ Prayers for Ann Castellano 
(Pete’s mother) recovering 
from hip replacement 
surgery 

¨ Prayers for members of the 
Pleasantville community 
dealing with recent violence 

¨ Prayers for Eric battling addiction 
¨ Prayers for Sharron Massey battling stage 4 breast 

cancer 
¨ Prayers for Matt Purinton for strength & 

improvement with coming surgery 
¨ Prayers for Al Snyder’s knee replacement surgery 
¨ Prayers for the family of Bob Hamer (Don’s uncle) 

following the death of their 12-year old grandson 
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2010 
Christian Education 
Sunday School Class 

 
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 

MISSION PROJECT 
 

 GOAL: $330.00 
 FOR: 1 llama 
  1 pig 
  3 rabbits 
 
 COLLECTED: $541.00 
 ORDERED: 1 llama 
  1 pig 
  3 rabbits 
  Tree Seedlings 
  1 goat 
  1 flock of geese/ducks 
  1 share of a sheep 
 
 PRICELESS: Universal Participation in Mission 
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1 
10:00 am Worship /  
 Communion 
11:00 am Lemonade &  
 Cookies / M. Stevenson 
 
2:00 pm Atlantic Korean P.C. 

2 
 
6:30 pm Habitat Family 
 Partners Committee  
 Meeting / Lounge 

3 4 
5:00 pm Habitat Family 
 Selection Committee  
6:00 pm Habitat Directors 
 Meeting / Cotter Hall 
7:45 pm Atlantic Korean 
 P.C./ Choir Room 

5 
 
6:00 pm Habitat Executive 
 Committee Meeting /
 Lounge 

6 7 
 

8 
10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Lemonade &  
 Cookies / Nora & Paul 
 Palugod 
 
 
2:00 pm Atlantic Korean P.C. 

9 
 

10 
 
 

11 
6:00 pm Worship Committee 
 Meeting 
7:00 pm Session Committee 
 Meetings 
7:45 pm Atlantic Korean 
 P.C./ Choir Room 

12 
 
 

13 
 

14 
Articles due for the 
September Olive 

Branch 

15 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:00 am Lemonade &  
 Cookies / Peg Smith 
 
 
2:00 pm Atlantic Korean P.C. 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 
7:45 pm Atlantic Korean 
 P.C./ Choir Room 

19 
 
2:00 pm PB&J Sandwich 
  Makingl 

20 
����

21 
 

22 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:00 am Lemonade &  
 Cookies / Alice Groome 
11:15 am Deacon’s Meeting 
 
 
2:00 pm Atlantic Korean P.C. 

23 
 
4:30 pm Habitat Executive 
 Committee Meeting /
 Lounge 

24 
 
7:45 pm Session Meeting 

25 
 
7:45 pm Atlantic Korean 
 P.C./ Choir Room 

26 
 
6:00 pm Habitat Family 
 Partners Committee  
 Meeting / Lounge 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
9:00 am Sandwich 
 Making 
 

10:00 am Worship Service 
11:00 am Lemonade &  
 Cookies / Presby. Men 
2:00 pm Atlantic Korean P.C. 

30 
 

31 
 

September 1 
 

September 2 September 3 September 4 
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Proud member congregation of the  
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
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